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Arts & Culture District

(Zone 2—N. Broad & Fairmount / Ridge)

The intersection of N. Broad and Fairmount/Ridge Avenues is rich in cultural history
with its many historic and cultural sites, including the Divine Lorraine and the MET
Philadelphia. The interventions for this area will help bring communities together and
take advantage of the S4.1billion economic impact arts and culture has on the region.
The interventions include a pop-up street fair / market with a painted streetscape on the
small portion of Fairmount Ave. between N. Broad and Ridge Ave., an amphitheater on
the triangular island between all three avenues, and fixed seating with greenscape on
the south-east corner of the intersection. These three interventions will act as gathering
mechanisms for the residents of N. Broad's diverse neighborhoods while promoting the
arts in Philadelphia.

Source: AOS Architects

Professional Services District (Zone 3-N. Broad & Lehigh)

To promote business development along N. Broad Street, the intersection of N. Broad
and Lehigh Avenue will host urban place-making interventions that will encourage
people to gather and stay rather than go elsewhere. Small scale, green, and pedestrian-
friendly interventions will humanize the vast amount of paving that now characterize
this intersection, eventually spurring small businesses to set up in the area. These
interventions include a modern-style pergola on the south-west corner of the
intersection with large planters growing trees to create a green separation between the
gas-station and pedestrian seating, an illuminating train station to create a safer and
brighter train stop, a green space with fixed seating and food trucks on the north side
of the historic North Broad Street Station building, and a jogging path to promote more
pedestrian activity.
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Source: AOS Architects

Health District (Zone 4 - N. Broad & Germantown)

The health district at the corner of N. Broad and Germantown Avenue will bring health
and health education outdoors in order to fight the health crisis in the 19140 ZIP code
and create a healthy environment for residents. The interventions include a tranquil park
with rotating health services and farmers' markets in pop-up tents and a neighborhood
history mural, ajogging path, and a redesign of the triangular island at the intersection
of Germantown Ave and N. Broad which includes seating with greenscape and an
interactive green bus shelter. These interventions will encourage residents and other
users of this intersection to spend more time outside, supporting their efforts to
become healthy employees and find sustainable employment.

Source: AOS Architects
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Why This Matters

The NBR Creative Activation Plan will help support inclusive growth.

There isan opportunity to utilize the vacant spaces along the corridor in

temporary or permanent ways that benefit the community. These spaces will not

only create aesthetic and cultural values to the local community, but also a significant
volume of economic activity, which enhances the local tourism and recreation
industries. In addition, the local real estate market will likely benefit from these creative
spaces, which help to increase nearby property values. The presence of creative public
spaces attracts and increases visitor spending from outside of the area, which accrues
across a number of sectors and then circulates throughout the local economy.
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Transportation
along North Broad

North Broad Street plays an important role as a transportation hub and connector in
aregion with world class transit, pedestrian, and bike infrastructure, offering multiple
transit options to commuters, residents, and businesses.

The North Broad corridor connects several pedestrian, bike, and transit friendly
neighborhoods between City Hall and Germantown Avenue, all of which boast
significantly high walk scores. Directly on the corridor, the walk score of the North Broad
Street areaisidentified as a “walker's paradise.” High walk and bike scores indicate a
more vibrant, healthy, accessible and environmentally friendly neighborhood. Overall, the
improvement of walkability and bikeablity increases the quality of life, as well as property
values.

Walk, Bike, Transit Scores!
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In addition, North Broad Street is a major roadway, connecting North and South
Philadelphia and intersecting with major highways including Interstate 676 and Route

1. Along the corridor between City Hall and Germantown Avenue, annual average daily
traffic volume generally totals over 30,000 vehicles per day. Intersections at Broad and
W Glenwood Ave is particularly high traffic areas, averaging close to 38,000 cars daily.”

"Walk, bike and transit scores are averaged over Callowhill, Poplar, Fairmount, Girard Ave, Glenwood, Avenue of the Arts North and Temple University.

ESRI Business Analyst, 2019
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Transit Options

Residents, commuters, and visitors benefit from a variety of public transportation
options along the North Broad Street corridor. There are eight SEPTA subway stations
located in the North Broad Renaissance target area including: Race-Vine, Spring
Garden, Fairmount, Girard, Cecil B. Moore, Susquehanna-Bauphin, North Philadelphia,
Alleghany, and Erie. The SEPTA Broad Street Subway Line has the second highest daily
average ridership in 2018 at 112,000 passengers and offers 24 hour weekend service to
its customers.”

In addition to subway service, SEPTA offers expansive bus service, enabling residents
and patrons of the North Broad Street to travel throughout the city.

Transit Facilitating Tourism

Source: Philly Free Streets Event Source: Philly Free Streets Event
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events attracting both local and international visitors and attention. The Broad Street

Line connects the Philadelphia Convention Center with the corridor, promoting visitation

and tourism on North Broad.

On August 3, 2019, the 2019 Philly Free Streets event proved to attract Philadelphians
from neighborhoods across the city, and beyond. The City partnered with community

groups and stakeholders to open an 8-mile car-free stretch between City Hall and Butler
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Street, just north of Erie Avenue, and invited people to walk, bike, and play. At the event,
Philly Free Streets volunteers conducted 561 participant surveys. Fifty-eight percent
(58%) of people surveyed reported that they had participated in Philly Free Streets in
one or more of the three prior year's programs. 42 out of 48 Philadelphia zip codes were
reported as home zip codes of people surveyed.

Not only did the successful event encourage thousands of residents and visitors to
discover the great history, institutions, and businesses along N. Broad Street, it also
created a number of temporary jobs during the event. Philly Free Streets, in partnership
with SERVE, the City of Philadelphia’s Office of Civic Engagement & Volunteer Service,
welcomed a record 140 volunteers who, together, volunteered 490 total service

hours. In partnership with North Broad Renaissance, the City connected seven North
Philadelphians to part-time summer employment at S15/hour.
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Why This Matters

The demand for improving and expanding transit services in North Broad area is high
because public transit is the primary mode of transportation for residents, students,
commuters and visitors to access school, job centers, and nearby tourist attractions.
Improving public transit services plays an important role in providing access to job
opportunities, reducing pollution, reducing congestion, encouraging job growth,
promoting tourism, and creating positive neighborhood economic impacts.
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Public Safety
along North Broad

Although North Broad Street is recognized as a “walker’s paradise” and overall
transportation hub, public safety is often cited as a significant concern in the North
Philadelphia region. However, North Broad Street was cited as one of the quieter
corridors by local police officials. The number of crimes along North Broad Street
declined by 12.0 percent from 2015 to 2018, indicating a larger decrease comparing to
the city’s decline of 11.6 percent.

Of all crimes with a North Broad Street address committed in 2019%, the most common
crime incidents are categorized as thefts, other offenses, other assaults, fraud, and
narcotic and drug law violations.® The three most common offenses, representing
around 50 percent of all crimes occurring along North Broad Street, are considered non-
violent offenses.™

142019 crime data is not recorded for full year; only partially through November 2019 when the analysis was completed.

™ Philadelphia Police Department, https://www.phillypolice.com/crime-maps-stats/, November 2019.

®The city separates crime into two categories. Part | crimes include homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, and thefts. Part Il crimes include
simple assault, prostitution, gambling, fraud, and other non-violent offenses.
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Distribution of Crime Type, North Broad and
Philadelphia?
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Why This Matters

The City of Philadelphia has experienced a general decline in major crimes in recent
years; however, public safety continues to be a significant concern for residents, visitors,
and business owners." High crime levels lead to low housing prices, low neighborhood
satisfaction, less local involvement, and increasing desire to leave the neighborhood. It
is crucial to provide a safe living environment to the residents in the areas, including the
large student population.

NBR recently conducted a survey to understand the safety concerns of the community
and to work towards making North Broad feel safer. Feedback included:

« 64 percent of those who took the survey feel safe walking down North Broad
during the daytime

- 28 percent of the respondents feel safe walking down North Broad during the
nighttime

- More than 60 percent of respondents indicated that adding more security
cameras and street lights would help improve the atmosphere of safety

- Other trending ideas included adding mare police patrol by bike and foot,
supporting activity that creates more foot traffic, hosting more community events
and programs to bring the neighborhood together, and supporting non-profit
community organizations and small businesses to improve their sidewalks and
facades to create a safer environment.

" Philadelphia Police Department, https://www.phillypolice.com/crime-maps-stats/
" https://www.pewtrusts.org/-/media/assets/2018/04/philly_sotc_2018.pdf
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Quality of Life
along North Broad
North Broad Street is an attractive corridor and a diverse, prominent cultural center. NBR

is focused on enhancing cleanliness and safety on the corridor, and improving landscaping
and maintenance, which are all fundamental for spurring economic development.

Philadelphia Litter Index

The Philadelphia Litter Index is a metric to compare the relative cleanliness

of different areas and neighborhoods through the city. The litter index scale ranges

from 1-4, with 1 being the "minimal litter" and 4 representing an area that is “extremely
littered.” According to the NBR, the area along North Broad has an average litter index
of 3.45, abave the city average of 1.7. This has improved over the last two years, with a
particular decrease in paper, cans and plastic bottles.

Because of their successful litter efforts, the NBR has received multiple awards and
recognitions. In 2019, NBR was recognized as a Civic Superhero earning a grant from
Keep Philadelphia Beautiful and it was also featured in the City’s “Don’t Waste This Idea”
newsletter as a best practice to emulate. Furthermore, the owner of NBR's cleaning
vendor has helped to inspire Councilwoman Cherelle Parker's $S10 million PHL Taking
Care of Business initiative which is focused on reducing blight and litter on 10 commercial
corridors through the city.
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Vision Zero Safety Improvements

The North Broad corridor is considered a Vision Zero High Injury Network street,
meaning that it has a high number of driver and pedestrian accidents and more serious
crashes than other Philadelphia streets. PennDOT in partnership with the City of
Philadelphiais focused on traffic safety and is working towards the City’s Vision Zero
goal of zero traffic deaths by 2030. In September of 2019, hardened centerlines were
installed in the center of North Broad Street to help slow driver’s turning speeds, prevent
illegal U-turns, and improve safety for pedestrians and cars alike.

Landscaping and Beautification

In addition, NBR continues to support greening efforts along North Broad Street. The
organization is responsible for maintaining 61 planters along North Broad Street. In 2018,
NBR launched the Broader Green Initiative in North Philadelphia that will train and hire
residents from the North Broad community to help maintain the planters all with the goal
of improving the overall economic vitality in one of Philadelphia’s poorest communities.
The program has provided eight to ten seasonal jobs over the last two years.

Along the North Broad corridor there is one unmistakable icon that helps to identify the
place - the North Poles. In 2016, the Philadelphias Departments of Streets and Commerce
invested S12 million to install 41 steel street light masts along the N. Broad corridor. The“North
Poles”now serve as a public art that light up the Broad Street median from Hamilton Street to
Glenwood Avenue. They include LED lighting that attracts attention and provides a sense of
place along North Broad Street, supporting worthy causes and organizations.
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Why This Matters

Clean and beautiful streets are key building blocks to making a great place.
Efforts to keep streets safe, clean, and attractive add to the quality of life for
residents and visitors alike. Specifically, they help to create interaction and activity
on the streets, support healthy lifestyles, and encourage customers to frequent local
businesses. Inaddition, cleaning and beautification efforts that encourage local
employment further add to the civic engagement and economic vitality of an area.

The State of North Broad 2020
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Take Advantage of Opportunity Zones Along
North Broad Street

In 2017, the federal government created Opportunity Zones- a tax incentive designed to
encourage investment in economically distressed communities. There are several tax
benefits for investors who invest their unrealized capital gains in Qualified Opportunity Funds,
which may result in significant interest and investment in the North Broad community.

There are 14 Opportunity Zones
situated along North Broad on
valuable real estate in the heart
of Philadelphia. Several private
entities are seeking partners
to complete Opportunity Zone
projects along North Broad. In
addition the City of Philadelphia
has designated two areas along
North Broad as priorities for
Opportunity Zone development

1) North Philadelphia Station:
Citygoals forthe areainclude
bringing investment and jobs i T
centered around transit :
amenities of the station,
adaptive reuse that focuses
on living-wage jobs, and
preventing displacement of o e
longtime residents. / ‘ .. - S

/ ; [ Jep Boundvv‘

2) Broad, Germantown, and sl / [ oswies
Erie: City goals include “ '
supporting the commercial
corridor, creating jobs for existing residents, increasing pedestrian safety, creating
public spaces, and maintaining affordable housing units.

With recent development, strong anchors, renewed energy, and Opportunity Zone tax
benefits, we look forward to seeing the realization of transformative redevelopment along
North Broad Street.

A Proposed Business Improvement
District

InMay 2013, the North Broad Renaissance formed a Steering Committee to develop plans fora
proposed Business Improvement District (BID)to support commercial properties along North
Broad. Four steering committee meetings between May and September 2019 have been held
to gather input from stakeholders about the types of services that would be most helpful
within the service area, which is proposed to include commercial properties extending from
Lehigh Avenue to the south to Sedgley Avenue to the north.

Business Improvement Districts, which are funded through a special assessment paid by
commercial property owners, typically offer services like street cleaning, branding, and
increased lighting within their boundaries. These services, which are provided in addition to,
not in the place of, city services, support existing businesses, encourage new businesses to
establish themselves in the area, and improve the visitor and resident experience through
improved cleanliness and safety.

Acommunity needs survey has offered insight on participants'favarite aspects of North Broad
Street, opinions on existing conditions, and priorities for future investment, including potential
beautification efforts, cleaning services, capital improvements, and quality of life services.

Positioned for Growth

North Broad Street is at the convergence of opportunity and positive economic forces.
The corridor continues to experience transformational growth and revitalization with
residential, institutional, and commercial development occurring in all directions. As
aresult, the state of North Broad is strong and well positioned for revitalization that
benefits current and future residents, businesses and visitors. The North Broad corridor
boasts many positive attributes including:

v Forecasted population growth

v’ Active housing market

v’ Growing demand for entertainment and commercial uses

v’ Federal Opportunity Zones

v’ Plans for adding creative spaces along the corridor

v Strong transportation network

v’ Decreasing crime occurrence and perception

v’ Engaged community working to improve cleanliness, maintenance, and landscaping

v’ Desire to explore a Business Improvement District

The State of North Broad 2020 “
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About the
North Broad Renaissance

The North Broad Renaissance is a non-profit that serves as a Special Service District
(SSD)whose primary role is to provide communication and information to City adminis-
trators and Council, neighborhood and community groups and others who are (or may)
do business, development or other activities on North Broad, from City Hall to German-
town Avenue. In partnership with community stakeholders, we are revitalizing the com-
munity, creating opportunities, and improving the economic power and overall quality of
life along North Broad by doing the following:

« Keeping North Broad safe and clean

« Maintaining and improving greenspace along North Broad

« Marketing North Broad to the community and visitors, and communication with
stakeholders

« Ensuring innovative, strategic, and diverse business attraction, business retention,
and business development

North Broad Renaissance Objectives

Our Objectives

In 2016, North Broad Renaissance, with the help of consultants and the community, developed
a strategic plan entitled “The 2020 Vision.” Engagement with the stakeholders and community
partners identified the following strategic priorities to address the needs of the North Broad

Street corridor:

Racll .
i Cleanliness i Maintenance & i Marketing & i Economic
i & Safety i Landscaping { Communications : Development
i Objective: i Objective: i Objective: i Objective:
i To make North i To develop and i Toserveasa i To oversee and
: Broad Streeta { maintain green i connector and i promote smart
i clean and safe i spaces along : information : development and
i community. i North Broad Street. i resource for i employment
H : ¢ the North Broad { opportunities.

" community. )
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2019 Accomplishments

Clean and Safe
« Avisibly cleaner and safer North Broad Street.
« Alitterindex that has improved by one point on several litter items, including paper, cans
and plastic bottles.
« Because of successful litter efforts, the NBR was recognized as a best practice, featured
inthe City's"Don't Waste This Idea” newsletter, and recognized as a Civic Superhero
earning the organization a grant from Keep Philadelphia Beautiful.

Maintenance and Landscaping
« Anew program that will help create employment opportunities for one of Philadelphia’s
most impoverished communities.

Marketing and Communications
- Anincrease in engagement from local stakeholders.
« Increased partnership projects.
« Increased visibility across media platforms.
- North Broad sought as alocation for key events, including Philly Free Streets.

Economic Development

« 8 new sponsorship including a new grant from the William Penn Foundation, as well as
interest from the Knights Foundation and the Comcast Foundation.

« Jobsalong the corridor increased from 29,107in 2016 to 29,946 in 2018.

« More than 20 development projects being proposed, recently completed or currently
under construction.

« Real estate value along the corridor increased and is now at more than $2.1Billion

« Strategic placemaking efforts to attract the right businesses to the corridor, create
sustainable employment, and fight poverty.

Best Practice and Leadership

« Invited to share practices at the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, which resulted inan
invite to visit Baltimore and share more.

« Invited by Impact PHL to help lead a tour of impact investors to encourage investments
along and around North Broad thats inclusive and supports the needs of the community.

« Chosen to represent Philadelphia during an Augmented Reality conference in Oakland, CA
(presented by the Knights Foundation)because of the work the NBR is doing around using
ARin community development.

« Recognized as a‘civic superhero’by Keep Philadelphia Beautiful, resulting in a grant.

- |dentified as a key partner for Philly Free Streets, which resulted in a partnership with the
Streets Department to help identify and pay residents to help with outreach and volunteer
efforts.

» The NBR was recently awarded a grant by the William Penn Foundation to explore the idea
of activating creative spaces along North Broad, with a focus on vacant green space.
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#THINKBROAD




